Ei Second in a series _ 
By Bruce Hills 
Deseret News staff writer 


Utah has done an excellent job of 
maintaining its portion of the 124- 
_ year-old Pony Express trail. 

_ Steve Banks and I, traveling west 
by pickup truck and trailing a dune 
buggy behind, found our home state 
has done better than Nevada or Cali- 
„fornia in identifying Pony Express 
stations and the route from one to 
the next. 

In Salt Lake City, the Pony Ex- 
press riders stopped at Salt Lake 
House, at 143 S. Main, a station built 
of stone, which looked much like 
Brigham Young’s Beehive House. 
Horace Greeley and Mark Twain 
_ were among the guests there. 


_ From.there the trail wove south 
_ nine miles to Trader's Rest, on State 
Street, and then to Rockwell's, 10 
miles farther south. The station was 


a Simpson Springs has 
- been restored and is 
_ said to look much as it 
~. did when it was a Pony 
~~ Express station. Several 
= other stations were in 
~ Utah, and only ruins 
' remain. 


~ named after the operator, Orrin Por- 
ter Rockwell, who served in the 


‘1830s as Brigham Young’s body- - 


guard and was later appointed terri- 
- torial marshal. 


- None of these sites exists today, 


eo 


PONY 5% | 
EXPRESS } } 


say, and has a museum there, The 
Stagecoach Museum, which is open 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. Admis- 
sion is 50 cents. The inn was built in 
1858 by John Carson as a family 
home and inn and was used as a 
Pony Express and Overland Stage 
stop during the 1860s. 


Simpson Springs, 43 miles west of 
Fairfield, has been restored and is 
said to look much as it did when it 
was a Pony Express station. Several 
other stations were in Utah, and only 
ruins remain. Plaques and signs at 
these locations tell their stories. 


From Camp Floyd in Fairfield, 
west to the Nevada border, the trail 
moved through 15 station stops. To- 
day the road is marked with signs, 
and the gravel road has a fairly good 
surface. One can drive 40 mph or 
more on most stretches. 


Large stone monuments have 
been constructed at most of the sta- 
tions, and information plaques and 
signs help to identify some of the 
stops. However, vandals have dam- 
aged many, if not most, of Utah's 
Pony Express monuments, and 
many signs along the route have 
disappeared. 

Aside from that, the Pony Express 
Trail in Utah continuously offers 


great help on the Pony Express trail 
through Utah. 

Between Fairfield and the Fish 
Springs National Wildlife Refuge, 
which is on the trail about 90 miles 
west of Fairfield, Steve and I saw 
only one car on the road. 

The wildlife refuge is a surprise. 
Imagine seeing the Bonneville Salt 
Flats in the northwest stretching 
into the distance and sage brush and 
sand on both sides of the Pony Ex- 
press route, and then suddenly see- 
ing water flowing in streams along 
the trail. 


The water comes from natural 
springs and flows into lakes at the 
wildlife refuge, which is host for a 
variety of water birds and muskrats, 
skunks and coyotes. > 

Twenty-five miles west lies Ca- 
llao, a tiny village of log and frame 
homes. There are no stores or ser- 
vices in Callao. BLM employee 
Decker says there used to be a farm- 
er there who had a gasoline pump in 
his yard and would sell gas to tour- 
ists, “but he tore the pump down 


when gas prices jumped so high a 


few years ago.” 

Raymond Timm, 25, who lives in 
Callao in a log home built decades 
ago, says his ancestors used to sell 
wood, hay and grain to the Pony Ex- 
press station at Willow Springs a 
half mile west of Callao, and to Boyd 
Station, eight miles east of Callao. 

“I had an ancestor named George 
Boyd who worked at the express sta- 
tion,” Timm said. 

Today, Timm and his brother Den- 
nis grow 150 acres of hay and raise 
100 cattle on their farm. 

Life is peaceful and quiet in Ca- 
llao, Timm says. “We have only had 
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‘miles southwest of Rockwell's, a variety of terrain, from desert salt 
where in 1860 a small grocery store flats and expanses of sagebrush to 
served travelers and soldiers froma cool green forests and mountains. 
nearby Army camp. í Thad obtained a book, “The Pony Delta, 90 miles to the southeast, or in 
Not until the next stop, Fairfield, Express Stations of Utah in Histori- Wendover, 

published in 1979, are two stores in Ibapah, a town 
from Lowell Decker of the Bureau of about 30 miles farther west near the 
Land Management office in Salt Goshute Indian Reservation on the 
Lake City before our trip. It was of Utah-Nevada border, and gasoline is 


can the traveler observe a station — cal Perspective, 
Camp Floyd. 

Camp Floyd in Fairfield looks to- 
day much as it did in 1860, historians 
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no teiepnoncs. 
People who live in Callao say they 
buy their gasoline and groceries in 


80 miles northwest. There 
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available there, but Callao residents 
say they seldom go to Ibapah. 


There is only one phone in Thapah, 
at the Goshute General Store, owned 
and operated by Jim and Kay Hill. 
Mrs. Hill said she has operated the 
store five years. Before that, her fa- 
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ther, Pappy Payne, ran the store. He 
is from Gold Hill, six miles away — a store. f 
with less than half a gh 
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For the next 150 miles throu; 
eastern Nevada, the Pony Express — 
trail is just that — a trail — andin 


From Ibapah the Pony Express 
route winds through the Goshute In- some places hardly a trail at all. « 
dian Reservation to the Nevada bor- 


Next: The trail through Nevada | 
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